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© MOSCOW, Nov. 16 — Col.
Rudolf Abel, whose mume be-
came almost a ‘synonym {ov
master spy” after the dis-.
closure’ of Nis nine years of
successful  undercover opora-
tion in the Unitcd q'ntos dicd
iyesterday of Jung cancer a& mo
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Emil R, Gold{us, under which
name he reated a stedio at
252 Fulton Street, within sight
of ‘the cou uthousc where he
was tried aud convicted, and
tived an mconspxwous life as
an artist,

behind this facadc of a mod-
erately talented painter with a

age of &8.

AC‘ mpaien Role

Rudolf-Ivanovich Abel; v ‘osc
1known aliases jncluded Emil R.

1Goldfus, Martin Calii ns, Aadrew

Kayotis and diark, had boen
Jiving in the Soviet Union

changed for " Francis Gary

Powers, the American pilot of
4. U-2 spy plane downed over
the U.S.S.R. in 1960, Colonel
Abel had scrved about 414
years o1 L d0=vear prison sen-

.espionaga charges,

| The Soviet Union at first
contended that there had been
no basis for Colone! AbePs ar-
rost. But within turca y< ars of
was offi-

4his release, his role

clally acknowledged '»7 nart of

the contributions of inlell i";f:nce}
-agents to the natjon’s defense.t
i Bven duving his trial m New;
York City in October of IC)J(
CoIo.u\I Abel's direet involye-
ment in omcmc, casos of stolen
defense secrets remained vaﬂLc
But s“oruv after he was ar-
rsted ‘in the Latham Hotel on
East 28th Streer in Aenhaltan,
on June 21, 1957, by agents of
the Fedoral Burcau of Investig-
gation, Alles W, Dulles, then
the divector of the Central In-
teliigence Agency, said: “I wish
we had three or four [intelli-
gence agents] like him foskde
Moscow ripht now.”

In recent yuears, Colonel Abel
gave some details of his opera-
uon, writing in a 1965 maga-
zine article that his radio equi p-
ment for communicating withi
[iMoscow wras in the hotel room
when the Federal agents ar-
rived. He said that ke had
disposed’ of a decoding device
and a radio message Trom Mos-
cow -under  the eyes of the
agents —— a claim that the

i
‘tence he reccived in 1957 on i

& Soviet campaign ﬁm.x.y.n‘,,f

tuste for radio mechanica and
mathematics, Colonel Abel led
ihp d\,nmnduw secret life of a
“resident” or communications
“head of an- espionage nelwork.
The details of Colonel Abcl’
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ssoclaled Press, 1957

Col. Rudoelf 1, Abel

iroutine .were the raw materizl
lof which pounde 'pr\wlback
novels have been m,.(c, but
lacking in the glamoux, hizh-
living and romantic involve-
naents of fictional sples.
There were microfilmed mes-
sapes left inside  hollowed-out

iscrews in the boses of lamp-
iposts in New York City parks
‘and casual mccungs. in Queens
‘movic theaters, and hours of
work dmipheu‘nﬂ tne intri»
cately coded Soviet mes Sagpcs.

Colonel  Abels ‘.omty to
blend with an alien backgronnd
included & gift for lan”m" 33
his English was rmor‘ned ta bo
‘not only accurate but alse
‘colicquial, According to an al-
lc"cdly autcbiographical article
published in the youth monthly
Molodoi: nommumst Colonei

Approved For Release 2000/06/13
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“He wrote that he was born
‘m the family of a St. Pcters-

burg fuctory worker exiled for|

revalutionary activitics, scrved
iin the Red Army, and joined
the Soviet intellipence estab-
Qisliment in 1927, A[LhOU“‘l l!t-_,
e has beea discloscd anout
his activitics until his arrival
in the United States in 1948,
cthere are indications that he
5 p‘ netrated the Gcrmn intelli-

gence  serviee  during . World
Var I under the name - of
Johann Waiss, o

Admitted Tilegal Batry

His . professional
after nine years of successtul
worl in the Umtcd States, came
Ziout through the de cctxon of

dovrnfall, ,

m assistant, Reine Heyhanen.
mvnanm '“,uue dly a heavy,
ker and an unteliable agent,
ted after having been or-
wod back to Moscow by -his
superiors,

During the days of his arrest,
trial and imprisonment, Colonel
Abel displayed the poise and
wit expected of the master spy.
Ho admitied nothing beyond his
ilcgal entry. His lu’WVL,X‘ James
B. lm..oxur\ called 1o defense
witnesse
fense less on substantive i issues,
of which there were fow, than
on canstitutional ones, a“d car-
ried the appeal. of  Colonel
Abel’s conviction to the Dmt~
¢d States Supreme Courl. |

I was Mr Donovan 'dso
who arranged for the cxchange
iof Abel and the U2 pilot, which
tcm p}:x,e on a fog-shrouded
cldge beiween Fast Germ any
:md West Eerlin.

i Atall, thin, wispy-hdired man
with a2 nm!fy profile and glass-
‘es, Colonel Abel. hxmucll de-
sm? od his vecation in an ar-
ticlz in Molodoi Kom munist:

“fatelligence work is not a

22 of riproaring  adven-
a ahmff of tricks or Aan
entertaining trip abroad. 1t is,
above 2ll, amuou pamrml m['

Foriz LhnL cails for an inlense
it, perseverance, smmma,
fortitude, wilt power, secrious
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s and ba ;cd the de-

fnowledge and great m'zstcx’y"

Colangi ﬁbcx is assumed to
have had a wify, Helen, and
& daughiter, th/%. Affectionate
letiers f:‘om his daughter were
read duving his Lmalwproduc-
ing, ‘some cLservcrs said, the
only signs of distress from tie
composed colonel — and after
his return to the Soviet Union,
Jboth women. published a leLLer,
e Government’
sncws’mpc., thanking  Nikita
iKhrushchey, “then the Soviet
‘!eader for’ '}‘mvmg made the .
.d*an'*c. :
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